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To 
Shri Rajiv Kumar, 
Chief Election Commissioner
Election Commission of India

Subject:		 Investigate	 Voter	 Intimidation	 and	

Suppression	 in	 Gandhinagar	 Lok	 Sabha	

Constituency	2024		

Sir, 

This representation is made to request urgent action on serious 

instances of voter suppression and intimidation reported by voters 

from the Gandhinagar Lok Sabha Constituency 2024. Following 

disturbing reports in news media¹ and ground reports of multiple 

instances of intimidation and suppression of voters in parts of the 

Gandhinagar Parliamentary Constituency in Gujarat on 7 May 2024, 

ANHAD invited the four undersigned, as concerned citizens, to visit 

Gandhinagar. Our aim was to make preliminary enquiries directly 

with voters to determine whether the situation warrants more 

comprehensive investigation and action.

	1. Attached as annexure 



Between 14-18 May, members of our team met and heard the 

accounts shared by voters from several booths/wards in Kalol, 

Vejalpur and Sanand – three of Gandhinagar Lok Sabha's seven 

Assembly constituencies. Most of the voters we met recounted 

personal experiences of being discouraged, deterred or intimidated 

– either by petty miscreants, or seasoned criminals, or leaders and 

cadres of the ruling party. Many of them expressed grievances about 

the police and election commission of�icials who, they said, had by 

acts of omission or commission facilitated voter suppression by 

ruling party cadres.   

We bring these voters' voices to you in the belief that the ECI has a 

duty to investigate and address their grave allegations of voter 

suppression. 

These	allegations,	and	the	testimonies	of	voters	who	expressed	

them,	are	shared	below.	

A)	 Voters	Say	Their	Neighbourhoods	Were	“Ordered”	Not	To	

Vote	

In Sanand taluka, we met with several voters residing in villages 

Geedhpura, Andej, Vakrana, Shantipura, and Kanethhi, from where 

instances of voter suppression had been reported. 

The affected voters in Geedhpura were from the land-owning Darbar 

community; in Andej, Vakrana, and Kanethhi, from Dalit and OBC 

communities; and in Shantipura, mostly from the Muslim 

community.   

In Vakrana, Kanetthi and Shantipura, several voters reported that 

BJP cadres visited their neighbourhoods the day before the elections, 

and issued “orders” that not a single voter from their 

neighbourhoods must cast a vote, because all votes from the village 



had been pledged to Home Minister Amit Shah (the BJP candidate 

from Gandhinagar). These orders, they said, were backed up with 

threats of being blacklisted from jobs in the village.  

1.	 Vakrana,	(Sanand	Taluka)	Booths	130,	131	

BJP's former Gujarat General Secretary Pradip Singh Vaghela is from 

village Vakrana.	 The	 voters	 we	met	 were	 from	 Dalit	 and	 OBC	

communities.	They	told	us	that	on	the	eve	of	voting,	dominant	

caste	BJP	supporters	visited	their	neighbourhoods	and	warned,	

“if	you	want	to	 live	 in	this	village	and	remain	workers	 in	our	

employ,	no	one	from	your	mohalla	(neighbourhood)	should	go	

to	cast	their	vote.”						

Three women in their 60s, and four men aged between 38 and 45, 

each told us separately that their entire community had been 

warned: “If	you	vote,	no	one	in	the	village	will	employ	you.”		

Some voters said that in some areas of Vakrana, on the eve of 

elections, Dalit	and	OBC	voters	were	made	to	gather	publicly	and	

swear	by	the	Kuldevi	to	vote	only	for	“him”	(Amit	Shah). Only if 

they were willing to make such a pledge would they be allowed to 

vote. 	

We were told by Vakrana villagers that of a total of 1034 votes in 

Booth 130, 925 votes were recorded. And in Booth 131, 585 out of a 

total of 686 votes were shown as cast. How could the voter turnout 

records be so high when large segments of voters were not allowed to 

vote, or even to come to the polling station, they asked, concluding 

that bogus voting is indicated. 

2.		 Kanethhi,	(Sanand	Taluka),	Booths	88,	89	

The voters we met here were either Dalit or OBC. Many of them 

named one man in their accounts: Jitu	 Vaghani	 aka	 'Jitu	 Bhai.'	



Vaghani	is	the	BJP	MLA	from	Bhavnagar	West,	and	known	to	be	a	

protege	of	Home	Minister	Shri	Amit	Shah.		

A Dalit woman aged 49 said, “I went to vote at 7.30 am, and was told 

my vote had been cast as soon as the booth opened in the morning. 

They said, tell	your	whole	neighbourhood	not	to	come	to	vote,	we	

have	 already	 sent	 all	 the	 votes	 to	 Amit	 Shah,	 he	 will	 get	

development	for	our	village.”	

Another Dalit woman, aged 45, said, “I set out to vote at 8 am. I 

thought I will be able to vote with the police's help. When I arrived 

Jitu	Bhai	said,	what	is	the matter	with	you?	Do	you	dislike	

development	for	this	village	or	the	nation,	is	that	why	you	turn	

up	to	vote?	Consider the interests of this village and for its sake go 

back. Your	vote	has	already	been	given	to	Amit	Shah.”					

A man aged 22 said, “I am an agricultural labourer in the village. At 

the polling station they told me: son, you go off to work now. If not 

we'll let you vote, but your employer is our man, we'll speak to him 

and tomorrow you'll be out of work. I	 got	 scared.	 I	 have	 a	

household	to	support.	If	my	obstinate	insistence	on	voting	costs	

me	my	job	how	will	I	feed	my	wife,	our	one	year-old	daughter,	

and	my	59	year-old	mother?” 

A 35 year-old man who works in Narol, said, “I traveled 15-20 

kilometres to the village on my motorcycle - in spite of the blazing 

sun - to cast my vote. When I reached the polling station Jitu Bhai, 

who is very close to Amit Shah, hurled abuses at me and said my vote 

has already been cast. Jitu	Bhai	is	a	dangerous	man,	he's	very	close	

to	 the	 Home	 Minister,	 tangling	 with	 him	 means	 inviting	 an	

assault	 on	 one's	 family. So I returned home. This was my �irst 

experience of this kind, and it left me shaken.”



3.		 Shantipura	(Sanand	Taluka),	Booths	103,	104,	105	

Sanand voters that met with the team informed that not only did BJP 

cadres order them not to vote; on polling day, a large number of 

Muslim voters were taken by buses to Ajmer.     

One man, age 55, said, “I didn't go to vote out of fear. Even before 

election day BJP	workers	warned	Muslims	not	to	vote,	and	even	

loaded	some	into	buses	and	took	them	to	Ajmer	so	to	make	sure	

they	didn't	vote.”  

Another, age 47, said that when he went to vote at 10 am, BJP people 

at the table outside the polling station told him, “You weren't 

supposed to come here. Yesterday the whole mohalla was told not to 

vote, Mulla didn't you understand, or were you not told? Head home 

quietly without making trouble.” When he went to the police present 

at the spot, they told him, “Uncle	why	are	you	bothering	your	head	

with	this?	Anyway	your	vote	is	useless	because	the	results	are	a	

foregone	conclusion,	the	Home	Minister	is	bound	to	win,	don't	

tangle	with	these	guys,	go	home.” He said went home scared and 

persuaded all 9 members of his family not to vote. 

A shop owner aged 28 said he decided to stay and vote, even though 

all the other voters in his family agreed to take the bus to Ajmer. 

When he arrived at the polling station at 11 am, he said that BJP 

cadres seated at the table outside told him, “We	had	arranged	for	

you	lot	to	go	to	Ajmer	today,	yet	not	only	did	you	stay	back,	you	

had	the	temerity	to	come	here	to	vote!	Watch	out,	we'll	take	care	

of	 you	 after	 the	 elections.	 If you want to run your shop in this 

village, you had better go home now.”  

A man aged 55 said he and his family agreed to get on the bus to 

Ajmer on election day because, “in case there was any trouble in the 



village, we would be able to tell the police we weren't there, we were 

in Ajmer and so you can't pin anything on us.”  

A 19-year-old boy said, “This was my	 �irst	 chance	 to	vote	 in	an	

election	and	I	was	so	keen.	But	my	Abbu	insisted	on	taking	me	to	

Ajmer, and I am so disappointed.” 

One Muslim woman aged 41told us that her husband and in-laws, 

fearing trouble, had resolved that no one in the family would vote this 

time. But, she said, “I plucked	up	the	courage	to	go	vote,	and quietly 

stepped out at 3 pm, when all the housework was done and everyone 

was taking their afternoon nap. Outside the polling station, though, 

men at a table began abusing me in dirty language.” She	was	told	

they would	 let	 her	 vote	 only	 if	 she	was	 accompanied	 by	 her	

husband or some family elder. She said, “I had come out alone to vote 

without telling anyone, if someone found out I would be in big 

trouble, so I went back home.”  

B)	 Many	 complaints	 about	 the	 role	 of	 police	 and	 election	

of�icials		

Many of the voters who spoke to us, told us that the EC	authorities	

and	 police	 also	 played	 a	 role	 in	 deterring	 and	 discouraging	

voters	instead	of	protecting	their	right	to	vote.  

1.		 Voters	 forced	 to	make	multiple	visits	 to	polling	station	 in	

attempts	to	vote	Geedhpura,	(Sanand	Taluka),	Booths	107,	

108	

A man (age 52, from the Darbar community) told us, “When I went to 

cast my vote at 4 pm, the police told me the EVM	is	out	of	order, 

come back later. When I went again at 5 pm, they said voting	time	is	

up, you're too late.”    



A 22-year-old man went to vote at 5 pm, but was prevented from 

voting. He said, “BJP cadres got into the polling booth while police 

kept legitimate voters out of the booth, telling them, time's up, voting 

is now closed.”

A 73 year-old woman said, “BJP cadres marked my �inger with ink 

and told me, your vote has been cast, go home.” Another woman, age 

37, said she too was told exactly the same thing at 10 am. But she 

went back at 4 pm, only to hear the police tell her the same thing.    

Andej,	(Sanand	Taluka),	Booth	11,	12,	13	

A Dalit man aged 67 said, “I �irst tried to vote at 8 am, the EC of�icials 

said there's no electricity, come later. When I went again at 12 pm, 

they said it's a lunch break, try again later. On my third attempt at 4 

pm, they �inally let me vote.”  

Two elderly voters (the �irst a woman aged 68 and the other a man 

aged 76) had similar experiences: when they arrived singly to vote, 

the polling of�icials sent them home, telling them their name	was	

not	on	the	voter	list. When they returned later with their respective 

sons (who argued with the of�icials), they were allowed to vote. 

A 19 year-old girl, eager to vote in her �irst election, went to vote at 9 

am, only to have the EC representatives themselves steal her vote. 

She said, “The election of�icer asked me, are	you	educated?	I replied 

that I never got a chance to go to school, and he said, then how	will	

you	be	able	vote,	let	us	help	and	guide	you.	Then this guy sitting 

there came with me up to the machine and pressed	 the	 Lotus	

button,	whereas	 I	didn't	want	 to	vote	 for	 the	Lotus. I told the 

of�icer, this man didn't let me press the button for myself, but he 

replied, your	 vote	 has	 been	 cast,	 you	 can	 go	 home.	And I was 

forced to leave the room.”    



Rahimpura	(Kalol	Municipality	Area) 

Most of the women voters we met in this area said they had	been	

turned	away	on	their	�irst	attempt to vote. They said that many 

men who were turned away in the morning, could not vote because 

they were away at work the rest of the day. Women said that if they 

went singly they were turned away not once but twice, and many 

could only register their vote on their third	 attempt	when they 

found strength in numbers. Some said they were turned	away	as	

many	as	three	times	in the morning before being able to vote on 

their fourth	try later in the day.     

2.		 Arbitrary	 demands	 for	 documentation to verifying voter 

identity was alleged to be another pretext to misinform and deter 

voters. The same 68 year-old woman in Andej (mentioned above) 

said that though she had her voter i-card as well as the voter slip, she 

was told that she needed her Aadhar card in order to vote. A 34 year-

old man (a driver by profession) in Rahimpura said that voter slips 

had not been distributed to voters in his area. When he went to vote, 

he said the BLO told him his name was not on the voters' list. He 

reasoned that his Aadhaar card and driving licence were enough to 

establish his identity, but the BLO said he could not vote unless he 

furnished a voter id-card.  

C)		 Muslim	 voters	 targeted	 by	 miscreants	 from	 their	 own	

community	recruited	by	the	ruling	party

1.  In Kalol	Municipality	Area, voters told us that petty	criminals	

from	the	Muslim	community,	some	of	them	released	from	

prison	on	parole	on	the	eve	of	elections, ganged up to keep 

voters from reaching the polling station. Several woman whose 

polling station was Rahimpura (Ward 6, Booth No.130) said that 

“the easiest route to the polling station, past Swad Hotel, was 



barred by a group of criminals from our community, and the 

police.” One woman aged 65 said her daughter-in-law went to 

vote with a few friends at 2:30 pm: “They were assaulted by 

criminal Muslims working for the BJP. My daughter-in-law was 

shoved by them against a wall, and hurt her head quite badly. She 

returned without voting, and we had to wash the blood off her 

head.” 

These miscreants also reportedly tried to persuade Muslim voters to 

“boycott” voting, to protect the community from retaliation from the 

BJP municipal authorities and Government. 

The Maulana of a local masjid spoke to us about his experience at the 

Rahimpura polling station - Ward 6, Booth 2, when he went to cast his 

vote at 10 am. He said these miscreants told him, “Vote bahishkar 

karo” (boycott the election). If Muslims don't vote, the BJP-run 

municipality will not demolish the dargah near the market (Geban 

Shah Peer) as well as Anjum Wadi (a marriage hall).” He continued, 

“BJP's Hindu karyakartas stood back and let the Muslim bootleggers 

(paroled from prison and paid) to do the dirty job. The latter told 

Muslim voters they were 'Kaum	 ke	 gaddar' (traitor to the 

community) if they voted.” 

The Maulana said that while some became more determined to cast 

their votes, in response to the intimidation, it is true that several 

voters who were turned away, didn't return to vote. “Voters of Abrar 

society just behind Swad hotel couldn't cast votes in both their 

booths (Ishwar school and Bharat school). Also, vegetable vendors in 

the market were threatened that the municipality would remove 

their redhis (handcarts) if they voted, and they got scared. I spoke to 

them the next day and they said they couldn't cast their votes.”  



2.		 Juhapura,	Ahmedabad

The voters we met in Juhapura (Vejalpur assembly constituency) 

informed us that seasoned criminals were deployed at several 

polling booths to intimidate voters. Juhapura in Ahmedabad is 

India's largest Muslim ghetto. Here, the fear even a week after the 

elections was palpable. Voters did not want to be seen speaking to us, 

and did not want us to record details like age and booth number, for 

fear of being identi�ied. In one particular area of Juhapura, we were 

told that a particular criminal 'Kalu	Gardan'	(thus named because 

he is said to slit the throat (gardan) of any challenger to his �iefdom) 

was employed to control the polling booth areas and intimidate 

voters. 

ECI	 Must	 Set	 Up	 A	 Tribunal	 To	 Investigate	 Reports	 And	

Allegations	of	Voter	Suppression	

Voter suppression usually serves only one purpose: to make the 

difference between victory and defeat in a closely fought election. In 

Gandhinagar, if the BJP's victory was never in any doubt, why then 

would the party resort to this scale and intensity of voter 

suppression? Off the record, many voters told us that Amit Shah 

wanted a win with a margin of more than 10 lakh votes – the highest 

in India, and BJP workers were given this target as soon as the 

nomination form was �illed up. This too is an allegation needing 

investigation.   

Article	326	of	 the	Constitution	of India af�irms that every adult 

citizen of India has the right	to	vote.	A Manipur High Court judgment 

(Shri Haokholet Kipgen vs Shri Ngamthagn Haokip, 13 October, 

2023, para 35) noted that “Article	19(1)(a)	of	the	Constitution	of	

India	 provides for freedom of speech and expression.	 Voters'	



speech	or	expression	in	case	of	election	would	include	casting	of	

votes,	 that	 is	 to	say,	voter	speaks	out	or	expresses	by	casting	

vote.” 

Voter testimonies shared above claim that these constitutionally 

guaranteed rights were severely curtailed in the Home Minister's 

name and in his constituency. The kind of voter suppression alleged 

is an exercise in disenfranchisement and demoralisation of non-BJP 

voters: in particular but not exclusively Dalit, OBC and Muslim voters 

i.e. from the marginalized communities. These allegations, if true, 

cast a shadow on the credibility of India's free and fair election 

process and the democratic future of India. 

We want to underline how deeply the voters we met value and 

cherish their right to vote. Most of the voters said that this was the 

�irst time ever that they had been unable to cast their vote, and they 

were deeply disturbed at what this bodes for the future of the 

country's democracy. First-time voters who were excited to vote 

were disappointed at being prevented. 

We feel that the Election Commission and all Constitutional 

institutions owe answers and need to ensure justice to the 

democratic spirit of the voters of Gandhinagar, and to the whole 

country. An independent investigation is urgently needed, where 

Gandhinagar voters can testify without fear of reprisals. 

We	request	 the	ECI	 to	urgently	 investigate	 into	 these	 serious	

allegations	 and	 take	 appropriate	 and	 stringent	 action	 to	

address	 these	 grievances	 and	 ensure	 free	 and	 fair	 election	

process,	as	it	is	duty-bound	to	do.



Prof. Hemantkumar Shah (Noted Ahmedabad-based Economist and 

Writer)

Kavita Krishnan (Delhi-based Feminist and Writer), 

Lara Jesani, (General Secretary, PUCL Maharashtra)

Dev Desai (ANHAD activist)

ANHAD,		New	Delhi

















गांधीनगर म� पिलस क� लोग� को धमक�, '�य� पंगा ले रहे हो, अिमत भाई को �रकॉड� ु

मािज�न से िजताना ह.ै..'
सामािजक काय�कता� शबनम हाशी ने चनाव आयोग को प� भेजकर मामले का सं�ान ु
लेने और कार� वाई करने का आ�ह िकया ह।ै
गजरात म� तनैात चनाव आयोग �ारा िनय� पय�वे�क और गजरात पिलस चनाव के ु ु ु ु ु ु
दौरान लेवल �लेइंग फ��ड (मकाबले म� बराबरी का मौका) महयैा कराने म� परी तरह ु ु ू
नाकाम रही ह।ै यह आरोप म�य चनाव आय� को भेजे गए एक प� म� लगाया गया ह।ै प� ु ु ु
म� कहा गया ह ैिक गांधी नगर से िमली सचनाओ ंऔर लोग� के बयान से �प� ह ैिक ू
सरकारी मशीनरी का द�पयोग हो रहा ह ैऔर पिलस �ारा लोग� को डराया धमकाया जा ुु
रहा ह ैतािक क� �ीय गहमं�ी अिमत शाह को �रकॉड�  सबसे बड़े अंतर से िजताया जा सके। ृ
इस बाबत चनाव अिधका�रय� से क� गई िशकायत� को नजरंदाज़ िकया जा रहा ह।ै ु
म�य चनाव आय� को संबोिधत प� म� म�यतय: िन�न िबंदओ ंऔर गंभीर उ�लंघन को ु ु ु ु ु
रेखांिकत िकया गया ह:ै 

पिलस �ारा गांधीनगर म� लोग� को फोन कर कां�ेस उ�मीदवार सोनल पटेल के रोड शो ु
न जाने और उनके िलए �चार न करने को कहा जा रहा ह।ै

इस िक�म क� कॉल थानेदार� से लेकर लोकल �ाइम �ांच और एसीपी के द�तर से िकए 
जाए रहे ह,�  और एक मामले म� तो आईजी के द�तर से ऐसी कॉल क� गई ह।ै

पिलस �ारा लोग� को धमक� दी जा रही ह ैऔर उनके पद के िहसाब से चनाव �चार से दर ु ु ू
रहने को कहा जा रहा ह।ै कछ लोग� को नए केस� म� फंसाने या पराने केस खोलने क� ु ु
धमक� तक दी जा रही ह ैऔर उ�ह� बड़े मामल� म� बदलने को कहा जा रहा ह।ै

ऐसे लोग िजनक� अपने समदाय� म� कछ हिैसयत ह,ै उ�ह� िनद�लीय उ�मीदवार के तौर पर ु ु
चनाव मदैान म� उतरने को कहा जा रहा ह ैतािक मि�लम या दिलत वोट� को िवभािजत ु ु
िकया जा सके।

जहां कछ लोग� को �चार से दर रहने को कहा जा रहा ह,ै वह� कछ लोग� से कहा गया ह ैु ुू
िक घर म� रहो और मगा�-मछली खाओ (और ज�रत होगी तो िभजवा दंगा)ु ू

कछ लोग� को पसै� क� पेशकश भी खलेआम क� जा रही ह।ै लोग� से कहा जा रहा ह ैिक, ु ु

Annexure 4



‘िनि��य हो जाओ, �य� पंगा ले रहो हो, त�हारी उ�मीदवार तो जीतेगी नह�....अिमत भाई ु
देश के बड़े नेता ह,�  उनका सपना ह ैदेश म� सबसे �यादा मािज�न से जीतने का, उनक� 
इ�छा को परा करना ह.ै..’ू
एक िवधानसभा �े� म� समदाय के सभी व�र� नेताओ ंको बलाकर कहा गया ह ैिक उ�ह� ु ु
अिमत भाई के िलए काम करना ह।ै कहा गया िक, ‘त�हारे यहां से वोट नह� िनकलता ह,ै ु
इस बार पेटी म� से वोट नह� िनकला तो यहां का कोई काम नह� होगा समझ लो...’

िविभ�न सहकारी संगठन� के चेयरमनै और सिचव� (इनम� बक� , िम�क कोआपरेटेिव, 
एपीएमसी, यिनयन, जीएससी बक�  आिद) को बलाकर अिमत शाह के प� म� �चार करने ू ु
को कहा गया ह।ै

घटलोिदया म� एक कॉलेज के छा�� से कहा गाय ह ैिक उ�ह� ग�वार को होने वाले अिमत ु
शाह के रोड शो म� शािमल होना ह।ै इस पर जब कछ छा�� ने एतराज िकया तो उनसे कहा ु
गया िक ऐसा नह� िकया तो उ�ह� इंटरनल इ�जाम म� फेल कर िदया जाएगा।

कां�ेस काय�कता�ओ ंको पो�टर-बनैर न लगाने क� चेतावनी दी जा रही ह।ै कई जगह� से 
कां�ेस को पो�टर बनैर हटा िदए गए ह।�

शहर के तमाम इलाक� म� राम मंिदर के होिड�ग लगा िदए गए ह � िजन पर िलखा ह ैिक 500  
वष� बाद भ�य मंिदर, �ीराम मंिदर – कमल का बटन दबाओ, भाजपा को िजताओ। इस बारे 
म� चनाव आयोग ने कोई कदम नह� उठाया ह ैजबिक खलेआम धािम�क �तीक� का ु ु
इ�तेमाल कर वोट मांगे जा रहे ह।�
अपने प� म� सामािजक काय�कता� शबनम हाशी ने आरोप लगाया ह ैिक सरकारी मशीनरी 
का जमकर द�पयोग िकया जा रहा ह ैऔर अिमत शाह के िलए शीष� सरकारी अिधकारी ु
�चार कर रहे ह।�  उ�ह�ने चनाव आयोग से सवाल पछा ह,ै “�या ये लोग कानन से ऊपर ह �ु ू ू
और �या खलेआम अपनी काननी और संवधैािनक िज�मेदा�रय� का उ�लंघन करने क� ु ू
उ�ह� छट दी गई ह?ै”ू

प� म� शबनम हाशमी ने आ�ह िकया ह ैिक चनाव आयोग मामले का सं�ान लेकर तरंत ु ु
ज�री कदम उठाए और �थानीय मतदाताओ,ं समदाय� और राजनीितक काय�कता�ओ ंका ु
उ�पीड़न बंद कराए।


























